Summary:

After a lifetime of war, an old samurai is challenged to an epic showdown by a young ambitious samurai, his worthiest adversary yet. Battle is imminent, but the past could prove to be the old samurai’s undoing.

Link to Video: https://vimeo.com/58277131

Click "EMBED" in upper right corner of video after it begins playing to get embed code.

Links:

Website: http://www.theoldsamurai.com

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/58277131

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Old-Samurai/213084665391522

Inspiration:

Inspired by lighting-fast duels-to-the-death in Samurai classics such as Sanjuro, the idea for The Old Samurai began with a simple question: What if you could capture the split second between first draw and final blow?

That seed of an idea blossomed into a story about reconciliation, loss, and love, in a film that plays homage to Samurai films both classic and recent.

Style:

Told purely through visuals, a muted color pallette, and a score written by Christopher Guanlao of Silversun Pickups, The Old Samurai invites you to actively watch and interpret the film through your own eyes.

We believe the film is best seen at night :)

Production:

Armed with a 1000 frame-per-second camera, a homemade rain machine, a lean but passionate crew, and some amazing locations around Los Angeles, The Old Samurai was shot over three days.

Noteworthy:

+ The Old Samurai marks Christopher Guanlao of Silversun Pickups' soundtrack debut.

+ The ultra slow motion scenes were filmed with the IDT N5 camera.

+ A labor of love, the film was shot in 3 days, but post and visual fx were done during evenings and weekends over a year and a half.
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Samurai:

Patrick Chien

Ryan Fung

Chad Kim

Darrell Miho

David Sheen

Eagle Yu

Crew:

Benjamin Wong, Writer/Director

Benjamin Wong is a designer and filmmaker currently living in NYC. His previous work has been recognized with Webby and Addy awards, and clients have included MTV, AT&T, Smithsonian, Kid Rock and Seal. The Old Samurai is the third short he has written and directed, and he is currently developing two low-to-medium budget high-concept features.

Celia Esguerra, Producer

Celia is a filmmaker and fine artist living in Downtown Los Angeles.  A former advertising executive, digital strategist, and the second-youngest California Delegate to the 1992 Democratic National Convention, her first screenplay, A Band of Angels,  was optioned by independent film producer Richard Kiratsoulis (Monster, Havoc, The Upside of Anger). During Celia's 2010 Film Independent Project:Involve Screenwriting Fellowship, she produced Represent, a short film written/directed by Academy Award-nominated writer Iris Yamashita (Letters From Iwo Jima) with Executive Producer Justin Lin (Fast & Furious, Better Luck Tomorrow). The Old Samurai marks the second time that Celia has produced a short film directed by Benjamin Wong. Celia is currently developing two features - a noir thriller set in Los Angeles, and a comedy.
Boa Simon, Cinematographer

Coming soon

Alisa Khosrovschahi, Editor

Coming soon

Christopher Guanlao, Composer

Christopher Guanlao is a member of the alternative-rock band Silversun Pickups. He was born and raised in Los Angeles, where he graduated from the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts. Over the years he has performed as an actor and as a musician. This is his first foray in composing for film.
Unit Production Manager - Celia Esguerra

First Assistant Director - Kevin Nakatsuka

Costume Designer - Lauren Morelli

Body Double (Young Samurai) - Eagle Yu

Body Double (Young Samurai) - Guy S. Mayeda

Set Costumer
- Brian "BK" Phillips

Key Makeup - Christie Griffin

Hairdresser - Jennifer Guerrero

First Assistant Camera - Jenny Hou

First Assistant Camera - Robyn Buchanan

Second Assistant Camera - David Landon

Key Grip - Greg Fonda

Key Grip - Joseph Cinemato Chavez

Key Grip - Edward Batres

Gaffer
- Colin Trenbeth

Script Supervisor - Ryan Fung

Standby Painter/Set Decorator - Jim Winstead, Jr.

Set Decorator/Production Assistant - Xiaowei Zhong

Craft Services/Catering - Angel Esguerra

Unit Publicist/BTS Video - Kathy Huang

